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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entitled Target For Torment is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 18 years. 

The publication is a DVD containing a feature that depicts consensual sadomasochistic (SM) and 
bondage and discipline (B&D) activity between adult men. While the publication depicts the 
infliction of pain — and hints at coercion — in association with sexual activity, it does so in the 
context of the ritualistic role play that characterises SM and B&D activity. None of the depictions 
involving the infliction of pain can be considered acts of torture, extreme violence, or extreme 
cruelty. Some half-hearted attempts to convey a sense of coercion are made by some of the 
participants in the publication. These present as unbelievable, verging on farcical, and do not 
render a consideration under s3(2)(b) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act) necessary. 

The unrestricted availability of the publication would be injurious to the public good because of the 
manner in which it deals with matters of sex. Children and young persons do not possess the life 
experience and maturity to understand the context of the sexual activity depicted in the publication. 
Exposure to sexually explicit material, especially that associated with the infliction and suffering of 
pain, is likely to cause confusion, distress, and detrimentally affect the development of a healthy 
sense of personal sexuality. 

This restriction interferes with the right to freedom of expression as set out in sl4 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. This limitation is demonstrably justified in a free and democratic 
society, given the likely injury to the public good should it be available to children and young 
persons. 
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